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General Operation of Bubble Tubes:

Introduction to Bubble Tubes

What are Bubble Tubes?
Bubble Tubes are at the heart of sensory environments, drawing attention and interest through

the constantly changing colours and moving bubbles.
LED Bubble Tubes are an alternative to the traditional colour wheel and bulb tubes. They provide

purer, stronger colour and a greater effect whilst eliminating the need for replacement bulbs and

colour wheels therefore more cost effective in the longer term.
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Why is there a need for this type of

product?

Our senses tell us about the world in which
we exist. Our sense of smell, taste, touch,
sight and sound provide the foundation for
our understanding and actions. It is only
when one or a number of these senses are
impaired that parts of the world are less
accessible and understanding is

diminished.

Multi sensory environments support
interaction, discovery and communication
encouraging stimulation of the senses vital
for those with some sensory impairment
and for children at the very beginning of

their learning and development.

These environments facilitate faster
learning and development through
increased awareness of the surroundings
and stimulation of the senses - sight,

sound, touch and smell.

Such environments are challenging and
stimulating for both children and adults, in
particular for those with special needs.
They provide interactivity for those
developing cognitive and physical skills and
encourage communication within a unique

learning environment.

Multi sensory environments can provide a
calming and relaxed atmosphere where

professionals are able to observe and
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assess clients and monitor and detect
changes in ability or just simply promote

relaxation for the agitated or stressed.

Multi Sensory environments have now
become commonplace in a variety of
learning arenas from nurseries and
playgroups through to special schools,
family centres and nursing homes as a

means of education, relaxation and play.

At the heart of any successful environment
is its appropriateness to the users.
Whether the environment is a safe soft play
area for a group of toddlers at a nursery
school where they can explore and develop
social skills or a calm, non-threatening
environment within a nursing home to
promote relaxation, it is the understanding
of the users needs and appropriate
application of the underlying principles of
sensory to ensure the best possible

environment.

Bubble Tubes are intrinsic to many sensory

environments providing a host of benefits:

e Visual Stimulation

e Development of cause and effect skills
e Colour sequencing for colour matching
e Encouraging touch through vibration

e Use in themed activities



Who should consider using Bubble
Tubes?

More or less any individual can benefit from
the properties that a Multi Sensory
environment can provide and thus one of

the key components, Bubble Tubes.

From active and demanding toddlers at a
nursery or play group where a soft play
area and a selection of portable sensory
equipment provide fun, exploration and
interaction; to adults and children with
learning difficulties where the integration of
a switching system can help to develop co-
ordination and motor skills; through to the
development of an area for relaxation for
the elderly or maybe pre and post operative
care areas in hospitals for adults and

children.

It must however be noted that for some
individuals Multi Sensory may not be
appropriate as it can confuse and frighten
that in turn can lead to aggression, agitation
and mistrust. It is important to minimise the
propensity for this to occur by creating a
non-threatening environment but also to
monitor closely the reaction of individuals,
keep records and follow a good practice

when using any type of environment.

Fibre Optic Product Information

Range

e LED Bubble Tubes varying heights from
1m upwards

e Ball and Bead Flow LED Bubble tubes

e Interactive LED Bubble tubes

e Portable Bubble tubes

e Combination Bubble Tubes

e Bubble Screens

e Bubble Machines

Accessories

. Service Kits
. Padded Bases
. Pumps

. Brackets and Beads

——
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Guidelines for Best Practice

To ensure good practice when considering
purchasing Bubble Tube(s) and effective
use post purchase we advise that the

following guidelines are considered:

1. Seek advice and input from a qualified
therapist/professional and/or

SensoryPlus/Kirton representative.

2. If unsure when ordering any Bubble
Tubes and any accessories contact
your SensoryPlus/Kirton representative
or our Customer Services Team on
Freephone 0800 212709 or
+44 (0) 1440 705352 to discuss further.

3 It is
receipt of the Bubble Tube(s) all staff

recommended that following

members that will be working with

them should be fully trained.

The User Instructions

The of the
instructions is to provide a guide on how to

purpose following user

utilise and maintain the Bubble Tubes.

These instructions should be read by all
those involved with the supervision of the
user and/or the care of the product before

use.

The Bubble Tubes must be set up in terms

of positioning and application of any
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accessories such as a bubble tube base or
wall bracket to ensure safe and problem-

free use.

Please retain these instructions for future

reference.

Questions and Concerns

Should you experience any difficulties or
have any concerns regarding the initial
purchase or subsequently adjusting the
Bubble Tube(s) or have any concerns
its use or then

regarding operation

immediately contact either your
SensoryPlus/Kirton representative or our
Customer Services Team on Freephone
0800 212709 or +44 (0) 1440 705352, they

will be delighted to help you.




1. The Bubble Tubes are delivered in a
damage proof box.

2. When unpacking please make sure
the Bubble Tube is not damaged.

3. If the unit is damaged please report it
to SensoryPlus immediately on our
Freephone 0800 212709 or +44 (0)
1440 705352.

4. Please take care when unpacking not
to knock or damage the long tube on
ceilings or walls and whilst the bubble
tube is not heavy to move often its
height can be difficult to manoeuvre in
confined areas.

5. The Bubble Tube should already be
labelled with SensoryPlus’s name and

telephone number for future reference.

General Operation of Bubble

These instructions are for the following:

o 1m - 2m LED Standard and Ball
Flow bubble tubes

e 1m-2m Super Bright LED Standard
and Ball Flow Bubble Tubes

Please read these instructions carefully

before connecting to a power supply.

Bubble Tube installation:
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The tube must be situated on a flat
level surface.

If you are to use a wall bracket and
cap ensure that the positioning of the
Bubble Tube is situated near the wall
where there it is to be secured against.
Place in position and mark holes to be
drilled. Drill holes to take a 1.5” no.8
screw and washer, plug and fix
bracket but do not tighten at this
stage.

The Bubble Tube is supplied with a
3m trailing lead attached to the
transformer. Ensure that the
transformer is sited at the full 3m
distance away from the tube. The
cable should never be coiled around
the transformer, as this may cause the
transformer to overheat.

Switch on the unit before adding any
water to the tube, this is to ensure that
water does not enter the airline.
Always take care when filling/emptying
the tube as water and electric do not
mix. Over filling could cause an
excess of water that could in turn lead
to lights shorting-out.

After switching on, add water using a
watering can or hose.

Fill the tube up a little, about 300mm
and check for bubbles and light before
proceeding further. If everything is

working correctly, continue to fill up to
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10.

11.

the level indicated.

In the unlikely event of a component
not working when the tube is switched
on, please contact the SensoryPlus
Customer Service Team on
Freephone 0800 212709 or Tel: +44
(0) 1440 705352,

Replace cap or bracket and tighten
bracket screws.

In hard water areas we recommend
the use of distilled/deionised water in
your bubble tube.

We also recommend the inclusion of
Disinfection Fluid in the Bubble Tube
water to prevent bacteriological
infections, slime and green algae
forming in the column as well as

prolonging its life expectancy.

These instructions are for the following:

1m —2m Interactive and Ball Flow
Bubble Tubes.

These bubble tubes come with a control
that controls the colour of the light.

Interactive Bubble Tube installation:

12.
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The tube must be situated on a flat
level surface.

If you are to use a wall bracket and
cap ensure that the positioning of the
Bubble Tube is situated near the wall
where there it is to be secured against.
Place in position and mark holes to be
drilled. Drill holes to take a 1.5” no.8
screw and washer, plug and fix
bracket but do not tighten at this
stage.

The Bubble Tube is supplied with a
3m trailing lead attached to the
transformer. Ensure that the
transformer is sited at the full 3m
distance away from the tube. The
cable should never be coiled around
the transformer, as this may cause the
transformer to overheat.

Switch on the unit before adding any
water to the tube, this is to ensure that
water does not enter the airline.
Always take care when filling/emptying
the tube as water and electric do not
mix. Over filling could cause an
excess of water that could in turn lead
to lights shorting-out.

After switching on, add water using a
watering can or hose.

Fill the tube up a little, about 300mm
and check for bubbles and light before
proceeding further. If everything is
working correctly, continue to fill up to
the level indicated.

In the unlikely event of a component



13.

14.

15.

not working when the tube is switched
on, please contact the SensoryPlus
Customer Service Team on
Freephone 0800 212709 or Tel: +44
(0) 1440 705352.

Replace cap or bracket and tighten
bracket screws.

In hard water areas we recommend
the use of distilled/deionised water in
your bubble tube.

We also recommend the inclusion of
Disinfection Fluid in the Bubble Tube
water to prevent bacteriological
infections, slime and green algae
forming in the column as well as

prolonging its life expectancy.

Using the Control Box

The control box for the Interactive
Bubble Tube is round with four
coloured buttons on.

The coloured buttons aid selection of
the colour of the bubbles required in
the Bubble Tube. If a mix of colours is
required, all that is required is to push
two buttons at the same time. You can
also push all three and even all four.
From time to time the control box will
need to be charged using the
transformer that connects to the
Bubble Tube. Plug the transformer
into the control box socket situated on

the side of the box. Charge overnight.

Care and Maintenance

Alwa:

ys change the water in the Bubble

Tube every 4-6 weeks.

If you live in a hard water area changing the

wate

r may need to be more frequent.

In hard water areas we recommend the use

of distilled/de-ionised water in your bubble

tube.

Emptying the Bubble Tube

Always disconnect from the mains

befo

We r

re emptying the Bubble Tube.

ecommend using the Foot Pump for

Bubble Tubes (purchased separately from
SensoryPlus Product Code SE263)
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Place the hose for the Foot Pump (with
cable tie through the end) into tube,
ensuring the hose reaches base of
tube.

Make sure you have a bucket or
suitable container to hold the water
that will be emptied.

Prime the pump by pressing with the
foot several times until the water flows
freely.

This will now continue until all the

water has been drained.



Foot Pump

Cleaning the Bubble Tube

Always disconnect from the mains

before emptying the Bubble Tube.

Empty the Bubble Tube as described
above.

If the unit has to be tipped to be
emptied we strongly recommend that
at least half of the water is siphoned
out and two people carry out the

tipping procedure.

The interior of the tube is best cleaned

with a dilute sterilizing solution such as

Milton and can be wiped out with a
soft cloth attached to a plastic brush
handle.

Be careful not to scratch the tube with
any hard or metallic objects.

The exterior of the tube can be
cleaned with a normal spray polish
and a soft cloth.

If during cleaning, the air ring at the
base of the tube is disturbed, push
down with a plastic broom handle or
similar to refit.

Refill as per installation instructions.
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Accessories

Bubble Tube Service Kit
This handy kit is ideal for emptying
Bubble Tubes. It contains a drill, pump

and 5m hose.

Bubble Screens

Innovative panels of LED light combined
with the effective calming movement of
bubbles.




Bubble Machine

Fun and exciting bubbles float effortlessly

through the air!

Bubble Tube Padded Bases

For the housing of the bubble tube base, for
mobility or for sitting on, padded bases
come in either standard sizes or tailored to
individual needs. Add mirrors to the bases
to increase the visual effect of the
bubble(s).

Wall Bracket

Helps secure taller bubble tubes to the wall
for safety and security.



